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THE KING'S SCHOOL, CANTERBURY: BUILT IN THE 12TH CENTURY: THE MAGNIFICENT NORMAN STAIRCASE. 


The King's School, Canterbury, is perhaps the oldest of England's Public 
Schools, and possibly dates from the year 598, when St. Augustine founded 
the cathedral at Canterbury. These colour drawings, on this and on three 
subsequent pages, executed for The Illustrated London News by our Special 
Artist, Dennis Flanders, convey the great beauty of some of the oldest school 
buildings in England, which belong to almost every period of architecture. 


The Norman staircase, illustrated on this page, was built by Prior Wibert 
between 1151 and 1167 while Theobald was archbishop. The poorer pilgrims 
to Canterbury used to ascend by this staircase to their lodging in Strangers’ 
Hall, now the School Library. By tradition the School assembles in the court 
before the Norman staircase to hear the honours and distinctions gained by Old 
Boys read out and to see the Captains of games award colours to the boys. 
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THE KING’S SCHOOL, CANTERBURY: IN THE NOBLE SETTING OF ONE OF ENGLAND'S 


It would be hard to imagine a more beautiful setting for a speech day than that the Rev. Canon F. J. Shirley, Canon Residentiary of Canterbury, then take refou 
at the King’s School, Canterbury, which is held on the lawns of Green Court luncheon in the great marquee on the lawns. In the afternoon there are which 
The day begins with Holy Communion at 8 a.m. in the Cathedral, which is speeches in the Great Hall, and then a garden party is held. This great School, of the 
followed by a Commemoration Service at 10.15. Guests of the Headmaster, possibly the oldest in England, is called the King’s School because it was geniu 
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LAND’S MOST GLORIOUS CATHEDRALS: SPEECH DAY—HELD THIS YEAR ON JULY 25. 
refounded in 1541 by King Henry VIII, when new statutes were adopted by bound up with that of the Cathedral, and services are held on Sundays in 
which the School was to consist of “ fifty boys, poor and destitute, of the help the Great Choir. On speech day the Scholars wear a special court dress of 
of their friends, to be maintained out of the possessions of the church, of native black coat, white waistcoat, buckled shoes and silk stockings. This year’s 
genius as far as may be and apt to learn.’"’ The life of the School is closely speech day is marked by the fact that Canon Shirley is celebrating his Jubilee. 
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SEEN ACROSS GREEN COURT: SOME OF THE ANCIENT SCHOOL BUILDINGS. PRIOR SELLINGEGATE IS TO THE EXTREME RIGHT, WITH THE PRIORY CLASSROOMS IN THE CENTRE 








IN THE SHADOW OF A GREAT CATHEDRAL: THE MINT YARD, WHICH WAS GRANTED IN 1557 BY QUEEN MARY TO CARDINAL POLE, ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY 


THE KING'S SCHOOL, CANTERBURY: VIEWS OF ANCIENT MINT YARD AND GREEN COURT. 


The buildings of the King's School, Canterbury, are of great antiquity 
and beauty. In 1559 the School came to the Mint Yard, which had been 
granted to Cardinal Pole by Queen Mary. The Gateway between the Mint 
Yard and the Green Court (seen in the first drawing) is of Norman work 
and part of the Monastery. ‘‘ Prior Sellingegate,’’ the ancient house in 
the Green Court, was built in the 15th century by the prior of that name, 


and in it he taught Thomas Linacre; recently it was used to house the 
Hugh Walpole Collection of rare books and manuscripts. The famous 
Queen Elizabeth Dormitory is in ‘‘ Meister Omers,'’ one of the boarding- 
houses named after a 13th-century monastery bailiff. The Dark Entry 
of the ‘ Ingoldsby Legends") is the ancient entrance from School to 
Cathedral. The fine new Great Hall was designed by Mr. D'Arcy Bradell 
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